It is known that the Roberts 2 cycle aero engine used in all Benoist aircraft and in Solbrig's ship is original in all respects, including the seldom preserved accessories. This engine could be started on the first pull of the propeller today.
Tlie January 1962 issue of Antique Airplane As.sori<ition News showed an identical aeroplane and stated it was built in Albia. Iowa, in 1915. The Solbrig Benoist and the Albia built plane are both short wingspan 4 strut single place aeroplanes which look like Benoists and have Roberts engines used by Benoist. One photograph-the cover of the October 1913 issue of Aero Hydro Magazine-shows a 5 bay Benoist. To the writer's knowledge, Benoist built only 2, 3 and 4 place larger ships with 6 to S front struts. Spectilation is that one of the many aero magazines of the day publisHed ANNALS OF IOWA a set of small biplane plans patterned after the popular Benoist aeroplane. Oscar Solbrig either Iwught a plane in Chicago built from the plan, built one from the plan himself or bought the one built in Albia.
The Solbrig Benoist
An article by Robert Scheppler of Davenport in the Sumn.er 1962 issue of the American Aüiation Historical Journal supports the idea of tbe Solbrig Benoist l>eing a small model, original Benoist. In it he stated, "Oscar Solbrig's Benoist cost $400().(X)." In that same Issue, this writer reported that Mrs. Oscar Solbrig, interviewed l>efore her passing, revealed the aerocraft was definitely a Benoist.
The little biplane was a fine performer and was exhibited by Solbrig regularly until 1920 at which time he retired from flying, dismantled and stored the plane until 1930. Wlien it was reassembled, it was displayed for over .30 years in the Davenport City museum, an old church. Solbrig died in 1941.
In 1962 the Davenport museum was torn down. The Smithsonian wanted the ship but lacked budget funds to transport it to Washington. One of the top U.S. antique aero collectors, Louis Anderson of Mansfield, Missouri, was alerted by this author that the ship needed a home. Solbrig's heirs allowed Anderson to take the ship, refurbish it and show it \vhile tliey retained ownership. It wiis then displayed on loan at the National Antique Air Museum & Hall of Fame in Wichita, Kansas.
In 1968 
LAYING THE FOUNDATIONS by Charles E. Bessey
The following article is a portion of the original "College Day" address delivered by Charles E. Bessey (1845 -1915 in tlie college chapel, Oct. 20, 1908, at A half century seems like a long time to us today, and yet I shall have to ask you to go back a little further still to find the beginnings of this college, when a few earnest men secured the passage of a bill by the legislature providing for the selection of a proper site on which to build an agricultural college. Among those early advocates of the college was Suel Foster of Muscatine. I remember him as a Sparc little man with a sparkling eye, and a quick, incisive speech. Always in earnest, always thinking of tlie good of the community, not self-seeking, he was a model citizen. The spirit of this pioneer still lives on this beautiful campus and here we should perennially honor his memory.
